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'Grove Place: Friday.

c Alas! the poor King and Queen were taken, and it
is really fact that he would have escaped but he insisted
upon a hot fricassee (nineteen miles^from the frontier),
and in getting out was known. He lost four hours on
the road in eating and drinking, and the minute he
was taken asked for his supper. She behaved with the
greatest serenity and composure. Nobody thinks of
anything else; and I believe it was the only possible
means of interesting me for a crowned head.'

'August 1.

c This day fortnight we go to London, and a fort-
night later shall set off. I have given up Spa, as it
would make us very late, but we must stay a few days
with the Princes at Coblentz. I think it will be a
curious spectacle, and like the dinner of Eings in
Candide. . . .'

* GroTe Place: Monday, August 8.

c I think our journey seems as certain as it can be,
though I shaU never believe in it till we are absolutely
gone. Lord Malmesbury returned from Brighthelmstone
yesterday. The Prince was remarkably civil, and has
behaved extremely well about the Duke of York's
marriage* He has put in a saving clause for himself in
case he chooses to marry, which he thinks probable if
he sees his brother happy with his wife* and told the
King that had he permitted him to go abroad at the
time he asked leave to do so, he meant to have looked
out for a Princess who would have suited him, as he